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Three animal charities won a case at the Supreme Court 
against a woman cut out of her mother’s £500,000 Will.  
(To read the original story as reported on the BBC News 
website, please click here.)  (The link is: http://www.bbc.
co.uk/news/uk-england-39278921)  Following a ten-year 
battle the daughter finally lost her case at the Supreme 
Court when lawyers acting on behalf of the three charities 
successfully argued that people should be free to choose 
the beneficiaries of their estate and that a Court of Appeal 
judgement had “fallen into error”.  

The story started in 1978 when Heather Ilott, née Jackson, 
left home to live with her boyfriend of whom her mother, 
Melita Jackson, strongly disapproved.  Mother and 
daughter never reconciled their differences and when 
Melita Jackson died in 2004 she made it clear that she did 
not want her daughter to benefit from her £500,000 estate.  
In fact, she was so vehement about this that, shortly before 
her death, she wrote to her solicitors instructing them to 
fight any claim her daughter made against it.         

In 2007, Heather Illot challenged her mother’s Will under 
the Inheritance (Provision for Family and Dependants) Act 
and was awarded £50,000 by a district judge on the basis 
that she had been “unreasonably excluded”.  Not satisfied, 
the mother-of-five challenged the amount awarded and 
applied for an increase, but lost both her case and the sum 
initially awarded when the High Court overturned the 
original decision.

In 2011 the Court of Appeal reversed the High Court 
decision when they ruled that Mrs Illot was, in fact, entitled 
to a share of the money but three years later, in 2014, a 
second bid to increase the amount awarded once again 
failed at the High Court.

The following year the High Court’s decision was 
successfully challenged at the Court of Appeal when judges 
described Mrs Ilott’s mother as being “capricious and harsh” 
and, having “unreasonably excluded” her daughter from 
her Will, awarded Mrs Illott £164,000.

At this point the three charities stepped in and took the 
case to the Supreme Court.  They successfully argued that 
people should be free to choose their beneficiaries and that 
the Appeal Court judges had “fallen into error” by deciding 
to increase the maintenance payment.  The Supreme 
Court agreed and reduced Mrs Illot’s award to the £50,000 
sum granted ten years previously under the Inheritance 
(Provision for Family and Dependants) Act.  Lawyers acting 
for Mrs Illott said she was very disappointed with the 
outcome of the case…

The case highlights the importance of having a valid 
and up-to-date Will.  In the event that a challenge is made 
by a potential beneficiary, a correctly written Will should 
be able to prevent its success in a legally robust manner.  
Melita Jackson’s bitterness towards her daughter was 
sufficient that she made a Will that specifically excluded 
her daughter and instructed her solicitors to fight any legal 
challenges.  Rightly or wrongly, depending on your views 
about either parties’ actions, the strength of her Will was 
ultimately successful as the Supreme Court upheld a key 
principle: a person is entitled to have their deathbed wishes 
honoured.       

If you would like further information about Wills or any 
other aspect of estate planning, please call us on 020 
3714 9565 and ask for our Estate Planning Service.  If 
you’d prefer us to call you, please email us on admin@
onefinancialsolutions.co.uk and we’ll call when it’s 
convenient to you.  All calls are treated with total 
confidence.

Estate planning, will writing, trusts and tax planning 
are not regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
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One Financial Solutions is here to help you.
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