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Case study: Wife’s legal battle to end life support 
 
Late in 2016 a judge was asked to decide whether 
doctors should stop providing life-support treatment to a 
soldier-turned-policeman left in a coma after a motorcycle 
accident.

Gulf War veteran Paul Briggs, 43, suffered a severe 
brain injury in a road traffic accident while serving with 
Merseyside Police in July 2015. His wife, Lindsey, wanted 
the life-sustaining treatment he was receiving to stop 
“given his previously expressed wishes” and that he be 
allowed to die, but doctors disagreed.

After a hearing in the Court of Protection, the court 
where judges consider issues relating to people who lack 
the mental capacity to take decisions, Mr Justice Charles 
ruled that PC Briggs should be transferred to a palliative 
care regime at a hospital. Paul Briggs passed away on 21 
January 2017.  To read the article, please click here. 

Many people believe that Lasting Power of Attorney is 
something we may need as we get older or when the 
circumstances arise.  Unfortunately, life doesn’t respect that 
sentiment: tragedy can befall any of us at any time and, 
should an accident happen or illness take place, someone 
close to us with Lasting Power of Attorney could make all 
the difference to what then happens. 

So, what could happen if you do not have Lasting Power 
of Attorney in place and the worst did happen? In Paul and 
Lindsey’s case, Paul’s accident happened in July 2015; the 
court’s ruling was given in December 2016. It took months 
of legal representation at huge financial and emotional cost 
to Paul’s family for his wishes to be honoured.

If you would like further information about Lasting 
Power of Attorney or any other aspect of estate 
planning, please call us on 020 3714 9565 and ask for 
our Estate Planning Service.  If you’d prefer us to call 
you, please email us on admin@onefinancialsolutions.
co.uk and we’ll call when it’s convenient to you.  All 
calls are treated with total confidence.

Estate planning, will writing, trusts and tax planning 
are not regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
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One Financial Solutions is here to help you.

We advise on a wide range of financial services including protection for both you and your business, general and business 
insurance, savings and investments, commercial finance, pensions and auto enrolment, employee benefits, profit extraction and 
mortgages: our aim being to provide you with ‘one solution’ for all your financial needs.

We provide truly independent financial advice, sourced from the whole of the financial marketplace, for individuals and 
commercial businesses throughout the United Kingdom.

Please call us on 020 3714 9565 for a confidential conversation about how we can help you, or visit our website at  
www.onefinancialsolutions.co.uk for more information.


